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Set an example
become climate neutral with your 
carbon forest in Costa Rica.

Close to nature and ecology
a forest is the most natural way to 
actively remove carbon from the 
atmosphere.

Approach with impact
a carbon forest offers great added value 
for biodiversity, the climate, and the 
local people.

Species protection
with perspective
we will reforest a unique and near-
natural forest for you, which also 
offers protection to endangered native 
species.

14 years of experience
we are pioneers in the fi eld of 
sustainable reforestation and have 
reforested about 1280 ha in the north of 
Costa Rica since 2007.

All from one source
We offer you all services transparently 
and securely, from planning to 
reforestating and maintenance, for 
about 30 years.

Inform about your 
commitment
we offer many attractive additional 
services to help you with your 
communication.

“Whoever plants a tree will win the sky.”
Confucius

More and more companies are 
reducing their carbon emissions and 
offsetting their unavoidable emissions.  
Products labeled as climate-neutral 
are proliferating on the shelves, and 
even discount stores are advertising a 
climate-neutral range.

Last year, several major companies 
announced that they would be 
completely climate-neutral within the 
next 20 years. Climate neutrality is the 
slogan of the year. However, to achieve 
the climate targets of the 2015 Paris 
Climate Agreement, it is not enough to 
reduce carbon emissions, avoid them 
or neutralize them via offsetting. 

It is necessary to actively remove 
carbon from the atmosphere as part of 
compensation. How can this be done? 
By reforesting new forests. Forests 
are elementary for the fi ght against 
climate change and the loss of 
biodiversity, they provide oxygen, 
absorb carbon, and are home to 
humans and animals.

Forests are the only natural solution 
for removing carbon from the 
atmosphere!
As a pioneer, we laid the foundation 
in 2007 with the fi rst reforestation 
in Costa Rica, so today we are 
established and well-known as a 
reforestation specialist with a near-
natural planting concept based on the 
mixed forest principle.

Through our corporate structure with 
our branches and our employees in 
Germany and Costa Rica, we can offer 
companies individual and extensive 
compensation solutions tailored 
to different needs with our carbon
forest.  
For us, social, economic, and 
commercial actions, as well as 
transparency and added value, 
are not just empty phrases in our 
communications, but values we live 
by.

Many trees make a forest - We know 
how forests are!

Marco Soto Valverde
Chairman of BaumInvest S.A. in Ciudad Quesada

Antje Virkus
Chairwoman of BaumInvest AG in Freiburg
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CARBON FOREST - 
THE ONLY NATURAL WAY TO REMOVE 

CARBON FROM THE ATMOSPHERE

Forests are climate protectors. Trees continuously absorb carbon
through photosynthesis.  For a tropical tree that grows all year long, this 

amounts to 12 to 15 kilograms per year. Seven tropical trees remove about 
one ton of carbon from the atmosphere in ten years.  

The constant growth of wood ensures the carbon binding; it consists of almost 
half carbon. 

The more the tree grows, the more carbon it binds. The enormous increase in 
biomass makes a reforested forest in the tropics particularly 
valuable for carbon storage during  the growth  phase. In 
about 60 years it gains almost 90% of the possible biomass. 

After that, it turns from a carbon absorber to a permanent reservoir 
(Smithsonian Tropical Research Institute In: GEO Magazine December 2020).

  
The Crowther Lab at ETH Zurich even calculates in a much-discussed 

study entitled ‘The potential for global forest cover’, in the Science 
Journal in 2019: 

“Global forest reforestation would be possible on an area of 
0.9 billion hectares and could thus absorb two-thirds 

of the carbon emissions caused by humans.”

ADDED VALUE FOR CLIMATE

The reforestation of secondary 
natural forests has two essential 
properties for our climate: Trees 
actively remove carbon from the 
atmosphere during growth and bind 
it in the wood. Besides, humus-rich 
soil is built up in the re-emerging 
forest, which binds further carbon. 
Due to high humidity and warmth in 
the tropical lowlands of Costa Rica, 
our carbon forests grow all year and 
thus faster than in other climate 
zones.

Forest reforestation cools the 
region and mitigates the negative 
effects of climate change such as 
drought or heavy rainfall. The water 
cycle is slowly restored and the 
regional climate stabilized 
(WWF 2021: Forests are carbon 
reservoirs and climate systems).

CARBON FOREST - 
ADDED VALUE FOR 
HUMANS AND THE 
ENVIRONMENT
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ADDED VALUE FOR BIODIVERSITY

Over the past 50 years, there has 
been an average decline of nearly 
70 percent in mammals, birds, 
amphibians, fi sh, and reptiles
(WWF Living Planet Report 2020). 
The UN estimates that worldwide 
about one million of the eight million 
animal and plant species known to 
date are threatened with extinction. 
Because of the serious loss of 
natural habitats, the United Nations 
have declared 2020 to 2030 as the 
Decade for Ecosystem Restoration.

One of these restoration measures 
is the reforestation of forests, 
which has been proven to increase 
biodiversity:
In the BaumInvest forests alone, the 
number of reptile and amphibian 

CARBON FOREST - ADDED VALUE
FOR HUMANS AND THE ENVIRONMENT

species increased from 20 to 90 in 
just nine years. 

Costa Rica’s rainforests are veritable 
biodiversity hotspots, despite 
accounting for just 1.4% of the 
earth’s total surface.
These particularly species-rich 
rainforests are home to 50% of all 
plant species, 55% of all freshwater 
fi sh species, and 77% of all 
terrestrial vertebrates on our planet.
This is precisely where we 
start with the added value of 
biodiversity for the carbon forest. 
We are specifi cally looking for 
reforestation areas that connect 
to existing biodiversity corridors, 
thereby expanding valuable habitat 
in natural forests, enabling the 
exchange of genetic diversity and 
thus its conservation.

SOCIAL ADDED VALUE

The reforestation and maintenance 
of a forest also produce social value. 
Permanent jobs with social security 
are created in a structurally weak, 
rural region.
Our employees are forest custodians 
because their residence is directly at 
the site of the carbon forest. 

Continuous value creation in and with 
the forest, e.g. through beekeeping or 
the use of certain non-wood products 
of the forest, increase the social 
impact.
In an exchange with the community, 
BaumInvest is engaged to strengthen 
regional development, e.g. by 
providing agricultural machinery.

And fi nally, the entire region benefi ts 
from an improved climate: With its 
cooling effect, the forest mitigates 
the increasingly hot dry seasons - the 
cycle of nature, income, and social 
impact remains largely intact.
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Six good reasons - carbon forest partners are:

Carbon neutral: You offset your non-avoidable emissions 
with your social-ecological climate protection project.

Committed: You take responsibility and let others share 
in it: You convince your customers, business partners, or 
shareholders with your very own carbon forest. 

Communicative: As a carbon Forest partner, you receive 
everything you need for your campaigns and sustainability 
reports from a single source. Your brand will be more 
sustainable and stronger than before.

Reliable: You will receive solid proof of your carbon
offset and security through certifi cation standards or an 
accompanying scientifi c study.

Long-term: With a carbon forest, you have the guarantee 
that the forest will be preserved. Each tree is cared for 
until the forest is self-sustaining. 

Safe: Commitment to a safe, ecologically exemplary 
country - Costa Rica. You receive annual numbers 
and data through forest inventory, forest report, and 
biodiversity report.

...AND YOUR BENEFIT
We reforest Costa Rica’s former pasture areas to create 
a living and diverse forest and tailor a customized, 
individual solution for you.

 We look for a suitable area for you and conclude a land 
use and management contract with you. 

 We defi ne the planting concept from over 20 native tree 
species, some of which are on the red list as particularly 
endangered.

 We reforest. We select tree seeds, grow seedlings in 
our nursery, plant and maintain the forest until it is self-
sustaining.

 We protect your forest. Within the scope of reforestation 
and certifi cation, we monitor and protect your forest for 
30 years.

 Due to the legal basis in Costa Rica, secondary forests are 
also protected from deforestation or logging, so that your 
carbon forest is permanently preserved.

 We prove your carbon storage via the carbon forest. For 
this purpose, we offer recognized certifi cation standards 
(Gold Standard, VCS) or the proof of a scientifi c 
institution.

 Extensive additional services make it easier for you to 
communicate about your forest.

 We offer you everything from one source, from planning 
to implementing, and thus  transparency and security.

 We are characterized by many years of experience 
with the reforestation of mixed forests in Costa Rica 
and our large network of experts and scientists.

With us, you don’t just get a forest - but an intact 
ecosystem with priceless contribution for the climate, 
biodiversity, water, and soil, as well as local social 
structures.

OUR SERVICES...
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WITH US, YOU ARE
ON SOLID GROUND
A healthy tree needs healthy soil, just as a successful 
project needs a solid foundation - so you are with us for 
a good reason.

As for reforestation pioneers, we are fi rmly rooted in 
Costa Rica and have years of experience in planting and 
maintaining tropical forests.

Our professional staff of competent employees is up 
to all challenges and will make you a customized offer 
upon request, with the right additional service for you - 

so that all your trees come true!

PROJECT MANAGEMENT

We offer you the entire coordination services to plant 
your carbon forest safely and transparently and to 
maintain it for 30 years.
The contractual processing and legal protection in 
Costa Rica and Germany are just as much a part of this 
as the management and monitoring of the project to 
ensure maximum security and transparency.

CARBON CERTIFICATION

You plant forests to offset carbon emissions and 
present this transparently to the outside world. We 
provide evidence of your carbon storage and offer two 
options for this: 

Option 1: Via a carbon certifi cation standard.

The storage performance of your carbon forest is 
certifi ed by independent auditors according to a 
recognised standard, such as the Gold Standard or 
Verra’s VCS Standard. In addition to the pure storage 
performance, other social and ecological components 
of the carbon offset project are also evaluated.
No later than three years after the initial certifi cation, 
the fi rst carbon certifi cates are issued by the 
certifi cation standard and registered to you as the 
owner in a publicly accessible register. The register 
ensures transparency and prevents multiple use of a 
certifi cate. The certifi cates can be set aside by the 
owner for their own offsetting. They also have the 
option of selling the certifi cates on the voluntary 
carbon market.
Every year, we prepare a report for the certifi cation 
standard. Every fi ve years, the carbon storage capacity 
of your forest is verifi ed by an audit on site and on the 
basis of forest data. 

Option 2: Standard-independent verifi cation

We commission a certifi ed auditor or university to 
calculate and verify the storage capacity of your carbon
forest.
You receive validated, independent information that 
you can use for your external communication. No 
certifi cates are issued, but you will not incur the costs 
for certifi cation according to a recognised standard. 

FORESTRY MANAGEMENT

We offer the entire forestry basics for your 
carbon forest: site-adapted planting design with 
autochthonous or site-adapted species, installation 
of measurement plots for continuous data collection, 
implementation of annual forest inventories, and data-
based report on the condition and growth of the trees.

We guarantee continuous forestry monitoring of the 
reforestation based on which forestry interventions, 
such as targeted thinning, are carried out. This service 
aims to achieve an optimal carbon storage capacity 
of the forest. This service is a prerequisite for the 
certifi cation and calculation of the annual carbon 
storage.

PRODUCTION RELATED SERVICES
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THE FOLLOWING ADDITIONAL
SERVICES ARE AVAILABLE:

BIODIVERSITY

With your carbon forest you are helping to combat 
one of the most pressing problems of the future - 
the loss of biodiversity.
We make this impact visible and verifi able for 
you through images and data from your carbon
forest. We develop an adapted concept for your 
forest for biodiversity monitoring in order to collect 
standardized, representative data.
By using photo traps, that are installed in central 
locations in the forest, we can document and track 
animal presence.
At the same time, these photo traps provide unique 
image and video material.

Through years of cooperation with the Senckenberg 
Institute in Frankfurt, we have experience with a wide 
variety of monitoring methods and trap systems.

COMMUNICATION
Your commitment to climate protection 
is presented in a straightforward and 
transparent manner with the carbon
forest.
We deliver the professional and 
meaningful picture and text materials 
with which you can communicate 
your forest to the outside world. 
Scientifi c background knowledge 
and representative data from 
biodiversity monitoring consolidate the 
presentation of your services for climate 
and biodiversity protection.

The communication service includes:

 Professional and impressive images 
twice a week

 Well-founded texts with background 
knowledge and data inclusion every two 
weeks

 Content for your social media posts
 Annual presentation about your carbon forest
 Presentation of your carbon forest on the 

BaumInvest website
 Organization of a project trip to your carbon forest 

in Costa Rica (every fi ve years)

We want to make it as easy as possible for you to 
communicate about your commitment so that you can 
take full advantage of your commitment. We would be 
happy to advise you individually.
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 Land costs
 Planting costs
 Forest maintenance
 Administration
 Proof of carbon storage
 Project management
 Forestry competence
 Biodiversity package
 Communication Package

LAND

The appropriate piece of land is the most important factor 
for a successful reforestation with the aim of carbon storage. 
A connection to existing protection areas for the creation of 
biodiversity corridors is an important selection criterion. Land 
that is no longer of interest for intensive agricultural use and 
is therefore not suited for other uses is all the more valuable 
for reforestations for carbon sequestration and transfer to a 
near-natural secondary forest.

In addition to these criteria, extensive site analyzes, climate 
and soil samples support our selection. Once a suitable plot 
of land has been found, we carefully take care of the legal 
processing of the purchase or lease contract, the contact to 
lawyers, notaries and land registry offi  ce.
In the northern lowlands of Costa Rica, we have already identi-
fi ed suitable areas that meet all the criteria and are just waiting 
to be renatured.

AFFORESTATION

We harvest the seeds for the native tree species in our existing 
forest areas and grow the saplings in our own tree nursery.
We prepare the soil for planting according to a gentle process 
and in accordance with the certifi cation standard. Already ex-
isting native tree species on the afforestation area are included 
in the plant design. Our forest monitoring guarantees a low 
mortality of the saplings and fast replanting is needed.

FOREST MAINTENANCE

After the planting phase between June and September, the 
afforestation is intensively supervised for at least another fi ve 
years in order to ensure the growth of the trees. Forestry work is 
carried out with an eye for optimal carbon storage. The aim is a 
self-supporting secondary natural forest. A forester, who often 
lives in the immediate vicinity of the afforestation area with his 
family, looks after the forest, keeps the infrastructure intact and 
at the same time protects it from illegal clearing or poaching.

ADMINISTRATION 

Afforesting is a material and personnel-intensive undertak-
ing. The big and small tasks in administration, purchasing, 
accounting, controlling and human resources are not to be 
neglected for the achievement of a successful climate pro-
tection project. Our experienced and well-coordinated team 
at BaumInvest S.A. in Costa Rica moves mountains (of 
fi les) in order to manage your carbon forest as effi  ciently 
as possible.  

CONTRACT DESIGN

Your direct contact and contractual partner is the 
corporation BaumInvest AG.
BaumInvest AG provides contracts for its subsidiaries 
for project implementation, and in return they settle 
your services with BaumInvest AG. This has the ad-
vantage that you only have one business partner who 
is based in Germany and from whom you can receive all 
information, invoices and performance records bundled 
and streamlined.

CONTRACT DESIGN
AND COST DISTRIBUTION
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FOREST IS
THE CENTER OF 
OUR THOUGHTS

AND ACTIONS

We have reforested 1,280 
hectares of forest in Costa 
Rica since BaumInvest was 
founded in 2007. From a small 
pioneering company, we have 
developed step by step into 
a specialist in tropical mixed 
forest afforestation. At our fi ve 
locations, we now cultivate 
more than 2,000 hectares of 
land - a quarter of which are 
purely nature reserves.
At the same time, we have 
created valuable habitats with 
our forests: toucans, tapirs 
and spider monkeys can be 
seen regularly.
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OUR LOCATIONS IN COSTA RICA OUR HISTORY - ONLY THE ONE WHO
BEGINS TO WALK ARRIVES AT THE GOAL

We started in 2007 with the fi rst 
BaumInvest Fund in order to 
reforest fallow pastures in the 
inland of Costa Rica with domestic 
precious woods. 
The concept was so popular that we 
were able to set up two more funds 
in 2009 and 2013 and thus we grew 
to around 2,000 shareholders.
In August 2018, after successful 
afforestation in all three funds, our 
shareholders decided to merge 
these and their subsidiaries into a 
small, unlisted BaumInvest AG - 
a milestone towards the sustainable 
management of our permanent 
forest.

Costa Rica’s year-round, warm-hu-
mid tropical to subtropical climate 
offers optimal conditions for healthy 
and rapid tree growth.
As a politically and economically 
stable country, Costa Rica offers the 
ideal framework conditions for long-
term commitment and security. Ac-
cording to the Foreign Offi  ce, “Costa 
Rica represents an anchor of sta-
bility [in Central America], respects 
freedom of the press, freedom of 
expression and human rights.”
(Foreign Offi  ce 11/02/2020: Costa 
Rica: political portrait). 

Costa Rica offers a very secure legal 
system. Costa Rica was invited to 
join the OECD in May 2020. Costa 
Rica has been a stable democracy 
since the 1950s and abolished the 
army in 1948 in favor of education 
and health programs.  
The United Nations acclaimed Costa 
Rica as the fi rst country in the world 
for its environmental policy. During 
the Paris climate summit in 2015, 
the Eiffel Tower shone in the na-
tional colors of Costa Rica and with 
the Costa Rican motto “pura vida” 
as recognition of the international 
community efforts in the areas of 
ecology, climate protection and sus-
tainability in the country, in particu-
lar that Costa Rica draws 100% of 
its energy from renewable sources. 
(Ticotimes.net 11/30/2015).

After Costa Rica lost approx. 80% 
of its forests through clearing 
between 1950 and 1980, the country 
passed a series of progressive and 
strict forest laws with the result 
that today approx. 50% of its area is 
forest again (Wikipedia: Costa Rica). 
Afforestation projects are gaining 
a high level of acceptance by the 

government and the population. 
Land that has been reforested and 
converted into a secondary natu-
ral forest is legally protected from 
deforestation. Due to the massive 
clearing in the 1950-1980s, areas 
that meet the criteria for certifi ca-
tion for climate protection projects 
through afforestation are available 
in the tropical lowlands.

In addition, these are marginal areas 
that are not in genuine competition 
with economic use because of their 
bad connection to the infrastruc-
ture. The connection to nature re-
serves for wild animals, Maquenque 
and the proximity to the San Juan 
River in the north are ideal loca-
tions to connect the carbon forest 
to biodiversity corridors with high 
benefi ts for biodiversity.
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WHAT IS SPECIAL
ABOUT OUR FOREST?
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On former, degraded pastureland, 
we simulate the natural 
development of a mixed forest. We 
plant up to 1500 trees per hectare, 
which can achieve an annual carbon
storage capacity of 14 tons and 
more.
Depending on the site and light 
conditions, we reforest a selection 
of over 20 native tree species, 
some of which are on the red list. 
In this way, we ensure the genetic 
diversity of trees such as the 
Cumaru tree (Dipteryx odorata), 
which is also a food and nesting 
base for endangered animal species 
such as the Great Green Macaw (Ara 
ambigua). Supported by the World 
Parrot Trust, the stately Great Green 
Macaw has re-established itself in 
the northern lowlands.

We are creating an ecosystem that 
can resume its functions, even 
beyond carbon binding. To increase 
biodiversity benefi ts, we are 
purchasing land adjacent to existing 
forest and conservation areas. This 
creates biodiversity corridors that 
are essential for the conservation 
and regeneration of endangered 
species. After reforestating, 
we maintain the area for three 
more years to ensure the growth 
and survival of the young trees. 
Through further maintenance and 
stimulation of natural regeneration, 
we transform afforestations into  
biodiversity hot spots in form of  
natural forests without intensive 
forestry use.
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We should reduce carbon wherever possible: for the climate and for our own 
wallet. But because companies cannot avoid every carbon emission, they 
have to be offset  – why not turn the supposedly negative into positive? With 
your own carbon corporate forest, you can achieve so many good things in 
one fell swoop:

 Your company becomes climate neutral
 You can label and distribute your products accordingly
 A forest is the most natural way to reduce carbon
 Tropical trees absorb large amounts of carbon quickly
 Your corporate forest increases the diversity of species 

and plants
 The afforestation in the nature reserve guarantees 

sustainability
 At the same time, your forest creates fair jobs
 Your own forest is advertising-effective and allows to be 

attractively presented  in the external presentation

And very importantly: With a professional and fi rmly rooted partner like 
BaumInvest, your forest project can be implemented effortlessly and 
uncomplicatedly – we take over the work and at the same time, we provide 
you with a custom-tailored offer for your company with individual services. 
Because with BaumInvest, it just works!
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